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IS THE CHURCH OF CHRIST A CULT? 
Matthew Martin 

 
 With all that has been reported concerning the Lord’s church on the Nancy 
Grace show, and other outlets, it would seem almost ludicrous not to think the Lord’s 
church is a cult.  However, those who follow sound biblical teachings, know that is not 
the case.   
 Accusations that the church is a cult are not the first slanderous attacks that have 
been made against the Lord’s bride (recall that Tertullus told Felix that the church was a 
Jewish sect started by Christ, with Paul as a ringleader [Acts 24:1-5]).  In more recent 
decades the Lord’s church has endured the old attack that it is a denomination (such at-
tacks were made on the before-mentioned Nancy Grace show).  Those verbal assaults 
were taken and, with the scriptures, beaten down. Now comes the attack that we are a 
cult.  Should we be surprised that we are being slandered. No, but we should be armed 
with knowledge of how to combat such allegations, and like Paul, be “set for the defense 
of the gospel” (Phi 1:17). 
 What makes a cult a cult, anyway?  Based on everything that can be known 
about cults, it seems that the most common characteristic is secrecy.  When it comes to 
cults, you never really know exactly what they are doing (unless you are a part of such a 
cult).  You never really know what are their true objectives.  They don’t openly reveal 
themselves to you, and they seem selective as to who they allow to join their group. 
 Is the church of Christ, a secretive organization, that does not reveal its inten-
tions and refuses to welcome strangers into its activities?  Not at all; just the opposite in 
fact.  Those who are members of Christ’s church are very clear and open as to their ob-
jectives (reaching as many as possible with the Gospel) and their beliefs (salvation by 
belief, repentance, and immersion by water, into Christ [John 8:24; Acts 17:30; Rom 
6:1-7,Gal 3;26-27]). 
 Is the Lord’s church selective as to who “joins” their “group” (using the world’s 
terminology)?  If by selective you mean: “Does the church of Christ pick and choose 
who they allow to enter?” Then obviously the answer is no.  How true are the words of 
John McCaleb who penned: “The blessed Gospel is for all, the gospel is for all, where 
sin has gone must go His grace, the gospel is for all.”  Was Jesus exclusive when he 
commanded His apostles (and in turn, Christians) to “Go ye into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to the whole creation” (ASV)? No.  Where people get the idea of 
exclusion, is not in the “who” of the Gospel, it is in the “how” of the gospel.  Anyone, 
from a peasant to a king, can obey the Gospel and become a Christian, but he must do it 
only in the way God told him.  If that is exclusive, then it is because truth is narrow and 
exclusive. 
 Is the Lord’s church a cult?  Not by any definition of which this writer is aware.  
It is, however an institution founded by the Lord (Matt 16:18), and consisting of a mem-
bership that understands (1) that if one is to go to Heaven he must obey the terms and 
conditions set out by the Lord, and (2) that people need to know what those terms and 
conditions are.  If that makes some people mad; if they want to say the Lord’s church is 
a cult, that’s their business, and they will have to take it up with the leader of our cult:  
He is not on earth right now, but He will be back to execute judgment on those that 
mock and slander His holy bride (Rom. 12:19; 2 Thes. 1:8). 

THE FOREST HILL NEWS 



Page 2                                                                                      The Forest Hill News                                                                   April 11, 2006 

Eye on Service 
     We are very grateful to Eddie and Diane Ray 
who so often open their beautiful and accommo-
dating home to the rest of us. This past Saturday, 
the children of Forest Hill enjoyed being at the 
Rays for an egg hunt and picnic. I know it was a 
lot of fun, because my three children told me so. 
Thanks Eddie and Diane for your kindness. 
     A very special and talented servant at Forest 
Hill is Dan Dawson. He does so much behind the 
scenes and always does his work with a smile. This 
past Lord’s day I walked into my office and found 
the new bookshelves I had ordered completely put 
together because Dan took the time to do it. I can-
not thank you enough, Dan. 
     Many of you enjoy getting Forest Hill news 
through the information line. Brother Jim Woody 
does a great job of keeping the information up to 
date. This is just one of the many tasks that Jim, 
along with his dear wife, Edwyna, perform regu-
larly for the church at Forest Hill. Be sure to con-
gratulate Jim as he celebrates his birthday this Sat-
urday, April 15. 

Barry 

A BIGGER AUDIENCE THAN  
WE THOUGHT 

 
 If you attended the 40th annual Memphis 
School of Preaching Lectureship a few weeks ago 
then you no doubt saw our consistently large 
crowds.  What you may not have known is who 
else was watching.  Thanks to some help from 
above (our video crew in the balcony area) we 
were able to broadcast our lectures around the 
globe. 
 According to the information compiled by 
Buster Rodgers, a deacon at Forest Hill, there 
were close to a hundred people viewing our Sun-
day Lectures.  Obviously an impressive number.  
What is even more impressive, is the near 300 a 
day that tuned in to hear the Monday-Thursday 
lectures.  There are also around 70 people a day 
who are viewing the archived lectures on the 
OABS website: (www.oabs.org/Archives/
Lectures/msop2006.htm). 
 We are also pleased to report that, if you 
have access to the Gospel Broadcasting Network, 
then you can view several of our lectures there, as 
well.  Overall, our lectures and regular Sunday 
morning services have been viewed in nearly 
every state of the union. 
 Speaking of our regular services: If you 
didn't already know, they too can be watched on 
the internet, via our own website 
(www.foresthillchurch.org), on the Gospel Broad-
casting Network, or (if you are in the Memphis 
area) Time Warner Cable channel 17 at 5:00 P.M. 
 We are also pleased to say that our ser-
vices have been viewed by at least 20 other coun-
tries. Among them: Canada, England, Russia, 
Norway, Italy, Japan, China, New Zealand, Nige-
ria, Yemen, Brazil, and many others! 
 We say all this, not to brag, but to thank 
those that, through their hard work, have made 
everything possible, and to encourage the breth-
ren to get involved with great works like GBN 
and OABS, and help spread the pure gospel 
around the world. 
           Matthew Martin 

~ 

~ 

Sunshine and Trey were married several 
months ago in a private ceremony.  They 
now would  like for you to share their joy 

in this formal ceremony. 



Page 4                   The Forest Hill News                   April 11, 2006 
 

N
on

-P
ro

fit
 

U
S 

PO
ST

A
G

E 
PA

ID
 

G
ER

M
A

N
TO

W
N

, T
N

 
PE

R
M

IT
 #

94
 

T
he

 F
or

es
t H

ill
 N

ew
s 

Fo
re

st
 H

ill
 C

hu
rc

h 
of

 C
hr

is
t 

39
50

 F
or

es
t H

ill
 Ir

en
e 

R
oa

d 
G

er
m

an
to

w
n,

 T
N

 3
81

25
 

 
A

dd
re

ss
 S

er
vi

ce
 R

eq
ue

st
ed

 

SPRING CLEANING FOR THE SOUL (pt 2) 
Matthew Martin 

 
 USE THE VACUUM CLEANER 

 

 Got a lot of hidden problems?  You need the 
spiritual vacuum cleaner.  It can help you overcome 
all those problems in your life that no one else knows 
about.  It isn’t hard, at first, to keep some sins a se-
cret.  But eventually they will find you out,  Remem-
ber the old adage:  “You can fool some of the people 
all of the time, and all of the people, some of the 
time…”   
 Eventually, those secret sins you have, will 
destroy you. Better to clean them up now, and get 
right with the Lord (from whom you can keep no se-
crets) before your reputation is destroyed forever. 
 What is the spiritual vacuum cleaner?  It is a 
penitent spirit, prayer, and a lot of hard work.  The 
thing about secret sins is, there is no one on earth 
who knows about them to encourage you to do right.  
It’s going to take a lot of self-discipline to clean them 
up.  Fortunately, we have a God who, through His 
word, will provide the encouragement needed.  Start 
cleaning. 
 

 DON’T FORGET THE MOP 
 

 While the vacuum can take care of secret sins, 
for a much bigger mess, you need something else.  
Try the mop; it can clean the biggest, and messiest 
spills.  Sin is a messy business.  And if you let sin get 
a hold of you it can only wreck your life.  Clean it up 
with the spiritual mop. 
 When should you use the spiritual mop?  
When you have sinned in such a way that the mess 
you made affects other people.  When you spill a car-
ton of milk, someone is going to notice (it’s not 
something you can easily hide).  After the mess has 
been made, you have two options: get the mop and 
start cleaning, or try to ignore it and hope no one no-
tices.  Most people treat sin’s mess by trying to ig-
nore it.  But like spilled milk, if you leave it alone, it 
will really start to stink, and people will surely notice 
it after a while.  The best thing you can do, is clean it 
up. 
 What is the spiritual mop?  It is public confes-
sion and humility.  It takes a humble person to admit 
when he has done wrong.  It takes an even humbler 
person to ask his friends for help.  But that is what it 
takes if you want to mop up that spiritual mess that 
sin has made of your life.  Start cleaning. 
             to be concluded… 


