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WHY SHOULD I BELIEVE THE BIBLE? 
BECAUSE IT TELLS ME THAT JESUS LOVES ME 

(Part Three) 
Barry M. Grider 

 “Jesus loves me when I’m good, when I do the things I should.  Jesus loves me 
when I’m bad, though it makes him very sad.”  Parents and friends should never say to a 
child, “if you do what is wrong, Jesus will not love you anymore.”  Jesus loves us despite 
what we do! 
 
Jesus Loves Even Me—The Self-Righteous! 
 How sad for one to be filled with self and not with Christ.  Those who are self 
righteous, like the Pharisee who prayed in the temple (cf. Luke 18), glorify themselves and 
are so satisfied with themselves, they do not see the need for a Savior.  Yet, Jesus loves the 
self-righteous.  He demonstrated this love when He went into the home of Simon the Phari-
see.  Remember the following account: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Despite Jesus’ disappointment in Simon, His willingness to enter his home, to dine 
with him and to teach him, proves His love.   
 On another occasion a rich, young ruler came to Jesus seeking eternal life.  When 

And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him.  And 
 he went into the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to meat.  And, behold,  
a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat  
at meat in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster box of ointment,   
And stood at this feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet  
with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his  
feet, and anointed them with the ointment.  Now when the Pharisee which 
had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, if he 
were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this  
is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner.  And Jesus answering said unto him, 
Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee.  And he saith, Master, say on.   
There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five  
hundred pence, and the other fifty.  And when they had nothing to pay, he  
frankly forgave them both.  Tell me therefore, which of them will love him  
most?  Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave 
most.  And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged.  And he turned to the 
woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman?  I entered into thine 
house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet 
with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head.  Thou gavest me no 
kiss: but this 
woman, since the time I came in, hath not ceased to kiss my feet.  My head  
with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with 
ointment.  Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are for-
given;  
for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little 
(Luke 7:36-47). 
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Psalmist.  One does care, even when it appears all others 
have forsaken us.  Jesus is the friend to the friendless.  He 
cares for the one who is hurting.  When Jairus’ daughter 
died and when Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha 
died, Jesus came to the respective families to comfort and 
heal.  When a woman alone in the crowd, touched His 
garment that she might be healed, He knew about it and 
reached out to her (Matt. 9:22). Lepers were truly the out-
cast of society, but Jesus did not cast them out (Matt. 8:3).  
Those deranged because possessed of devils, He reached 
out in compassion to heal.  So often we try to avoid prob-
lem people, but not Jesus.  He gave us the parable of the 
Good Samaritan in Luke 10.  Whose character represents 
the Good Samaritan?  None other than Jesus. 
 He loves the lonely.  He understands what it 
means to be alone.  While in the garden of Gethsemane 
He experienced exceeding sorrow, while the dearest on 
earth to Him slept nearby.  He went to the cross alone, 
forsaken by all.  Therefore, even when we feel no other 
human cares about us, we can turn to Him.  

  
Jesus Loves Even Me—The Penitent! 
 It was Jesus who declared, “I tell you, Nay: but 
except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3).  
While the words of the Savior are strong, man is fortunate 
that our Lord has allowed us the opportunity to correct 
our ways.  Peter wrote, “the Lord is not slack concerning 
his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuf-
fering to usward, not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance” (2Pet. 3:9).  The fact 
that He is longsuffering is an indication that He deeply 
loves us and desires our salvation.  Peter understood this.  
After promising his Lord he would never deny Him, he 
turned around and denied Him three times.  He repented 
with tears.  Did Jesus give him another opportunity?  Af-
ter Jesus arose from the dead, the angel said to the 
women, “But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter 
that he goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see 
him, as he said unto you” (Mark 16:7).  Yes, Jesus gave 
Peter another chance.  Are we not thankful?  Can we 
imagine New Testament Christianity without Peter?  Jesus 
loved him so much, he forgave him.  
 
 
 
             (To be continued.)  

Jesus told him to keep the commandments, the young 
man boasted he had done so from his youth.  Knowing 
he still lacked something, the text declares, “Then Jesus 
beholding him loved him…” (Mark 10:21). 
  
 
Jesus Loves Even Me—The Jew! 
 Under the old economy, God worked through a 
fleshly nation, Israel.  Jews were descendants of Judah, 
the great grandson of Abraham.  Jesus Christ “sprang 
out of Judah” (Heb. 7:19).  Remember God made a 
promise to Abraham.  “…In thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed” (Gen. 12:3).  This was a seed promise.  
Paul stated, “Now to Abraham and his seed were the 
promises made.  He saith not, and to seeds, as of many; 
but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ” (Gal. 
3:16).  Jesus was born into a Jewish family.  He began 
His ministry preaching and teaching to the “lost sheep of 
the house of Israel.”  This was only right since unto 
them had been “committed the oracles of God” (Rom. 
3:2).  Yet, despite His love, “He came unto his own, and 
his own received him not” (John 1:11).  Furthermore, 
Jesus’ love was so intense that on one occasion He wept 
over the city of Jerusalem (Luke 19:41).  Jews crucified 
Jesus, yet they were the first recipients of the gospel 
message (cf. Acts 2).  If Jesus did not desire the salva-
tion of Jews, why would Paul write, “For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek [Gentile]” (Rom. 1:16)? 
 
Jesus Loves Even Me—The Gentile! 
 Notice in the previous passage the gospel is for 
the Jew and Gentile.  Paul asked, “Is he the God of the 
Jews only?  Is he not also of the Gentiles?  Yes of the 
Gentiles also” (Rom. 3:29).  Jesus did not die for a few.  
He did not die just for the Jew.  He died for the world.  
He tasted death for every man (Heb. 2:9).  Jesus demon-
strated His love for the Gentile when a Centurion re-
quested that his servant be healed.  Concerning the sol-
dier’s faith, Jesus said, “…Verily I say unto you, I have 
not found so great faith, no, not in Israel” (Matt. 8:10).  
The scope of the Gospel is clearly seen in the great com-
mission.  Jesus said, “Go ye therefore, and teach all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son and of the Holy Ghost” (Matt. 28:19). 
Though it was difficult for Peter to be convinced, he fi-
nally preached the gospel to Cornelius and his household 
(Acts 10:34,35).  Upon their reception of the message, 
they became the first Gentile converts.  Hence, no one is 
excluded from the Lord’s loving invitation. 
 
Jesus Loves Even Me—The Friendless One! 
 Have you ever in pity asked, “Does anyone care 
for me?”  David cried, “I looked on my right hand, and 
beheld, but there was no man that would know me: ref-
uge failed me; no man cared for my soul” (Psm. 142:4).  
Most all of us have shared the pathos expressed by the 

Seeing then that we have a great high priest, 
that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son 
of God, let us hold fast our profession.  Forwe 
have not an high priest which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but 
was in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin.  Let us therefore come boldly unto 
the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of need (Heb. 
4:14-16). 
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BUILDING A CHRISTIAN LIBRARY  
Matthew Martin 

 
 A good book goes a long way.  Sometimes, 
though, it can be difficult to discern a good book from 
a bad one.  Let’s face it: there are a lot of religious 
books out there, and a good number of them contain 
error.  Which books are good to have, and which ones 
aren’t worth the pages they were printed on?  Perhaps 
a list would help.  Obviously some books like the Bi-
ble and a good concordance are understood, but what 
about some other books that would be good to have: 

 

BENEFICIAL BOOKS TO HAVE  
 IN YOUR LIBRARY  

  “Why I Am a Member of the Church of 
Christ”  Perhaps no book better encapsulates the post-
restoration plea to return to simple first century Chris-
tianity than this gem of a book by brother Leroy 
Brownlow.  In it, he lists twenty five plain and simple 
reasons why he is a Christian, a member of Christ’s 
church.  This book is a must have for any Christian’s 
library. 

  “Dangerous Ism’s”  Power’s 1997 lecture-
ship book, along with MSOP’s own lectureship book 
“God Hath Spoken: Affirming Truth, and Reprov-
ing Error” ranks among the very best resource guides 
of false doctrines.  Almost every man-made doctrine is 
defined, debated, and debunked.  Do you find yourself 
in frequent Bible discussions with friends or co-
workers? Either of these books will certainly come in 
handy. 

“Out With Doubt”  Although I could easily 
recommend all of Apologetics Press’ material, Kyle 
Butt’s book stands out in this preacher’s mind because 
of its ease to read and its wide range of topics.  The 
book answers almost every basic question that a critic  
may throw out in attack of the Bible.  It is a great book 
to have if you are a graduating senior about to start 
college. 

“New Converts”  Southwest’s twenty first 
lectureship book is an ideal resource for...you guessed 
it: the new Christian.  This book deals with fundamen-
tal issues and challenges the new convert may face in 
his first few years of service to God.  

“Ready Reference for Growing Christians”  
Apart from a concordance, Paul Sain’s simple, yet 
brilliant pocket sized book is the most broad and ex-
haustive Bible companion a Christian could ever need.  
From “angels” to “zeal” this book has it all. If you 
don’t have it, pick up two and give one to a friend. 

            
            (To be continued) 

  

EYE ON SERVICE 
 

     For many years Gene Gordon has served this 
congregation as a deacon.  Among his numerous 
responsibilities, he has excellently selected and 
coordinated the brethren who wait on the Lord’s 
Table and those who lead prayer.  This is not an 
easy task.  First, we salute brother Gordon for 
accepting this responsibility.  Second, let us help 
him by wearing the proper apparel and by being 
present when it is our privilege to serve.  If you 
cannot serve, let him or his able assistant, Greg 
Rickles, know beforehand.  This will help tre-
mendously.  Thank you again, brother Gordon. 
 
     Barry 




