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WHY SHOULD I BELIEVE THE BIBLE?
BECAUSE IT TELLS ME THAT JESUS LOVES ME

(Part Two)
Barry M. Grider

This writer never thinks of the love of Christ without thinking of the cross. Con-
sider that the cross points heavenward, toward the beating heart of God, reminding us of the
height of the love of Christ, “Who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be
equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a ser-
vant, and was made in the likeness of men” (Phil. 2:6,7). Consider that the cross was
driven deep into the ground, reminding us of the depth of Christ’s love, who “brought me
[us] out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay...” (Psm. 40:2). No man is so wicked that
the grace of God cannot reach him. Consider that the cross stretches outward on both sides
reminding us of the length of Christ’s love. Concerning His disciples, “He loved them unto
the end” (John 13:1). He loved them unto the nth degree. He could not have loved them
anymore than He did. Consider that the cross open its arms to the world, reminding us of
the breadth of the love of Christ. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John
3:16).

Love sent my Savior to die in my stead -
Why should He love me so?
Meekly to Calvary’s cross He was led—
Why should He love me so?
Robert Harkness

Jesus Loves Even Me

Another sweet song our family loves to sing contains the following lyrics:
I am so glad that our Father in heav’n
Tells of His love in the Book He has given,
Wonderful things in the Bible I see
This is the dearest, that Jesus loves me.

O if there’s only one song I can sing,
When in His beauty I see the Great King,
This shall my song in eternity be:

“0, what a wonder that Jesus loves me.”

[Chorus]
I am so glad that Jesus loves me,
Jesus loves me, Jesus loves me;
[ am so glad that Jesus loves me,
Jesus loves even me.
P.P. Bliss
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Though I cannot fully comprehend or appreciate
His love, and though I do not deserve it — Jesus loves
even Me!

Jesus Loves Even Me—The Created One!

When God completed His creation, He looked
upon the work of His hand and “beheld it was very
good” (Gen. 1:31). This statement includes the creation
of man. In fact, every thing else created was intended
for man’s enjoyment. He was given dominion over the
creation (Gen. 1:28). Man was not made just a little
above the beasts, but a little lower than the angels (Heb.
2:7). Who spoke the universe into existence? The sec-
ond person of the Godhead, Jesus the Christ, did so.
“For by him [Jesus] were all things created, that are in
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible,
whether they be thrones, or dominion, or principalities,
or powers: all things were created by him, and for
him” (Col. 1:16). Certain blessings come to man as a
result of our being part of His creation. “...For he
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matt. 5:45).
His creation testifies to His goodness and ought to im-
press all of humanity. “For the heavens declare the
glory of God; and the firmament showeth his handi-
work” (Psm. 19:1). Yet, if all of mankind raised their
fists in rebellion to God and snub the cross of His Son
(and most have done so), heaven still responds with a
resounding—*I love you.”

Jesus Loves Even Me—The Innocent One!

Children are gifts from God (Psm. 127:3). The
spirit of man comes from God (Zech. 12:1) and therefore
children are born pure and innocent. Down through the
centuries tyrants such as Pharaoh and Herod have com-
mitted atrocities against the little children. Even in
America, the most innocent among us are often aban-
doned, abused, or aborted. Yet, little children have a
true friend in Jesus.

At the same time came the disciples unto Je-
sus, saying, Who is the greatest in the king-
dom of heaven? And Jesus called a little
child unto him, and set him in the midst of
them, And said, Verily I say unto you, Except
ye be converted, and become as little children,
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.
Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as
this little child, the same is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven. And whoso shall receive
one such little child in my name receiveth me.
And whoso shall offend one of these little
ones which believe in me, it were better for
him that a millstone were hanged about his
neck, and that he were drowned in the depth
of the sea (Matt. 18:1-6).

Yes, children would find comfort and care when

sitting on the knee of Jesus with His arms wrapped around
them. Parents ought always to be aware of their actions
or reactions toward their children and consider the watch-
ful eye of Jesus. Preacher, do not dismiss that little one
tugging on your pants leg for your attention. Red, yellow,
black, or white, children are precious in Jesus’ sight.

Jesus Loves Even Me-- The Sinner!

Those who have little understanding of Jesus’
mission, perhaps have come to the erroneous conclusion
that Jesus came to condemn the sinner instead of seeking
the sinner. Of course, it is not Jesus who condemns, but,
rather, sin is what condemns. “For the wages of sin is
death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). “For God sent not his son
into the world to condemn the world; but that the world
through him might be saved” (John 3:17). On one occa-
sion Jesus’ enemies brought a woman to him who was
taken in the very act of adultery. Jesus knew their evil
hearts and why they had brought the woman to Him. Re-
member His response? “...He that is without sin among
you, let him first cast a stone at her” (John 8:7). It was
not that Jesus excused her sin, but, rather, he showed
abounding mercy toward the woman, because He loved
her. He said, “...Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin
no more” (John 8:11).

Paul, the apostle, who formerly was Saul the per-
secutor, stated, “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners; of whom I am chief” (1 Tim. 1:15). Jesus died
that we might be saved. When the murderous throng
cried out to release Barabbas and to crucify Jesus,
Barabbas was not the only one who walked away free.
Every one of us was allowed to walk away free as the in-
nocent one willingly laid down His life for us, paying our
penalty for sin. Paul records, “For he [God] hath made
him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21).
Remember Isaiah’s words about the suffering servant of
God in Isaiah 53.

“He hath borne our griefs” (v.4)

He “carried our sorrows” (v.4)

He was “stricken”, “smitten,” and

“afflicted” (v.4)

“He was wounded for our transgressions” (v.5)

“He was bruised for our iniquities.” (v.5)

“The chastisement or our peace was upon

him” (v.5)

“With his stripes we are healed.” (v.5)

“The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us

all.” (v.6)

“He was oppressed” for us. (v.7)

“He was afflicted” for us. (v.7)

“He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter” for us.

.7

(To be continued.)
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SLIM FAST FOR THE SOUL
Matthew Martin

You know the funny thing about a diet? Usually
a person loses the most weight in the first few weeks, af-
ter that, if he doesn't stick with it, he will not only gain his
weight back, but sometimes gain even more. In order for
a diet to work, a person must have discipline and a desire
to see himself in a better condition. The same can be said
of the new convert. When a person becomes a Christian,
by obeying the gospel, he is essentially going on a diet
from a life of sin.

Be careful, because just like a diet, when a person
first begins his life as a Christian, he usually has that great
feeling of spiritual excitement. You know that feeling,
that spiritual high right after you become a Christian; that
feeling that you can “save the world.” Usually that feel-
ing, lasts about 3-6 months, at which time the new con-
vert will experience some heavy temptation to return to
the (sometimes easier) way of sinful living.

Just like a diet, if you go back to the old ways, it
may end up costing you more than what you are willing to
pay. Remember the law of sowing and reaping (Gal.
6:7)? Sometimes a man will reap not just what he sows,
but more than he sows.

It can also be the case that others will reap what
you sow as well. Consider the impact that we have on
those younger than us, especially in the spiritual realm.
Young people, by their nature, look up to those who are
older. When a young person sees someone obey the Gos-
pel and live a good Christian life he will be influenced to
follow suite. But, when a new convert falls away, that
could tell a young person that it is too hard to be a Chris-
tian and that he should not even try.

Just like a physical diet, keeping a healthy spiri-
tual diet takes work. It seems easy at first, but then it
takes effort to stick with it. Remember though, that you
are not in it alone, and that you are influencing others
around you.

Something else that is true about a diet: When
you are on it, you have to eat something. Common sense
says it’s better to eat something good than nothing at all.
Also, a little exercise is good when you are on a diet. So
what should be on the spiritual menu for the new convert?
How about a healthy dose of the bread of life. If you eat
that every day then you are sure to have the energy to ex-
ercise.

And what about exercise? Recall the words of
Paul, when he described the Christian life as running a
race: “...let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which
doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us,” (Hebrews 12:1).

If we lay off the sinful sweets, eat right, and daily
run the race, then we will find ourselves spiritually fit for
heaven.
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What a joy it is to have so many great people

at Forest Hill! T am so glad to work with a congrega-
tion that is so involved and willing to work. Often
4 times, congregations rely on just a few key members A
4 to see to it things get done, but here there is always a
4 person or people willing to take on any task.
e One group in particular has demonstrated that »
¢¢ they are willing to take on any challenge. The Forest v
¢+ Hill Youth has shown the desire to see their home v\
¥ congregation grow spiritually and numerically. v
pAg Every second Sunday of the month the Youth ¢
Y¢ assemble after worship to visit our members who are ¥
¥¢ physically not able to come to services and give them ¥
some encouragement.

Also, every fifth Sunday night the young men *
7 lead in the worship service. They do a great job, tak- *

ing it seriously, and are always prepared. >

Since I began teaching the young men in *
January, and both young men and ladies in April, I N
have found them to be a fantastic group of people.
They always pay attention and they are always eager
to learn. It has been my pleasure to work with them
these few months and I look forward to watching
them grow into some of the finest preachers, elders, A
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4 and first-ladies of the congregation. e
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